Expression of plasminogen activator and plasminogen activator inhibitor by rat mesothelioma induced by asbestos.
We have investigated the expression of plasminogen activators (PAs) and PA inhibitors (PAIs) by an asbestos-induced mesothelioma. Using zymographic, immunological and biochemical techniques it was demonstrated that cell lines derived from the tumor express high levels of PAI and low levels of a UK-like PA. Adherent and partially non-adherent variants of the mesothelioma expressed indistinguishable amounts of PAI and UK. Based on partial biochemical characterization, the PAI secreted by the mesothelioma cells was a set of PAIs which consisted of PAI-1 in addition to other species. These observations indicate that the difference in growth phenotype of the adherent and partially non-adherent lines was not due to detectable differences in PA and PAI expression.